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Council Priorities 
 

1. Informing public about existing community resources sustaining and strengthening 
Children's Policy Council seeking funding for programs supported by Children's 
Policy Council. 

 



DALE COUNTY CHILDREN’S POLICY COUNCIL 2006 NEEDS ASSESSSMENT 

 

Issues  Issues are the primary concerns or problems facing children in the county

Early Care Education 

Children (0 – 5) are provided opportunities to fully develop emotionally, socially,  
physically, and cognitively and are ready to succeed. 

Lack of public awareness of available resources  
Action Steps 
1) Develop and distribute a parent resource guide. 
2) Conduct informational campaign utilizing local media and resources. 

Lack of school readiness 
Action Steps 
1) Encourage communication among parents, child-care providers, and schools to improve transition 
and school readiness. 
2) Conduct publicity campaign regarding developmental stages. 

Economic Security 

Children grow up in a financially stable home where the child’s basic needs can be met. 

Lack of work-readiness and job retention 
Action Steps 
1) Continue encouragement of referrals to Youth Enrichment Services Program, a Workforce 
Investment Act initiative for GED attainment and employability skills. 
2) Support presentations of Reality Check. 

Need for business representatives on Children's Policy Council 
Action Steps 
1) Publicize CPC through Chambers of Commerce. 
2) Invite county employers to CPC meetings. 
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Education 

Children learn the skills necessary to become productive citizens. 
High dropout rate 
Action Steps 
1) Partner with schools to promote community awareness of remediation assistance for the Alabama 
High School Graduation Exam. 
2) Support community agencies in mentoring and tutoring activities for at-risk youth. 
3) Support school and community incentives to decrease the dropout rate. 
4) Search for grants to support each school system's dropout prevention programs. 
5) Support Dale County GED programs, i.e. YES Program and EOCC programs. 

Truancy 
Action Steps 
1) Assist school systems in familiarizing parents and community with the Early Warning Truancy 
Prevention Program. 
2) Support school system efforts to educate parents about the importance of daily school attendance 
and their involvement in their child's education. 
3) Support efforts of the juvenile court system. 
4) Support interagency involvement in meeting the needs of children.  

High number of school-age children abusing alcohol, tobacco, 
and other drugs 
Action Steps 
1) Support the Dale County Drug Free Initiative. 
2) Promote programs that encourage children to make sensible choices, such as Tar Wars, Red 
Ribbon Week, Second Step, Too Good for Drugs, Get Real about Violence, etc. 

Health 

Children's (0 - 19) physical and mental well-being in the county. 

Childhood obesity 
Action Steps 
1) Educate public about health risks of obesity. 
2) Promote increased activity in schools and at home. 
3) Encourage nutritional counseling in schools. 
4) Continue to partner with Kids and Kin Program. 

Births to unmarried teens 
Action Steps 
1) Promote public awareness concerning births to unmarried teens. 
2) Collaborate with community agencies to support at-risk youth and teen pregnancy prevention 
efforts. 
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Low weight births 
Action Steps 
1) Advocate prenatal care and healthy lifestyles during pregnancy. 
2) Publicize community resources for prenatal care. 

Parent Involvement Skills 
Parents and guardians participation and effectiveness in fostering an environment  

for children to become mature, responsible and independent adults. 

Need for mentoring programs 
Action Steps 
1) Continue and expand Parent Project. 
2) Seek community participation in mentoring programs. 
3) Continue to research funding sources for mentoring programs. 

Prevalence of single-parent homes 
Action Steps 
1) Seek funding for Alabama Fatherhood Initiative. 
2) Encourage single parents and non-custodial parents to join Children's Policy Council. 

Safety  

Children live free of abuse, neglect, crime, and drugs. 
Use of drugs and underage drinking 
Action Steps 
1) Support Dale County Drug Free Initiative as active members. 
2) Continue support and expansion of mentoring programs such as Boys and Girls Club and other 
faith-based and community programs. 

Lack of parental involvement and skills 
Action Steps 
1) Continued support and expansion of Parent Project and Life Skills. 
2) Organize parent education workshops concerning ATOD. 
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Policy Recommendations 
• Continue security of Children's Trust Fund. 

• Continue funding for Parent Project. 

• Continue and increase funding for Youth Enrichment Services Program. 

• Provide funding for family resource center. 

• Provide funding for Alabama Fatherhood Initiative. 

• Provide funding for school systems' dropout prevention programs. 

Accomplishments 
1. PRIDE Survey statistics improved in all schools. 

2. Thirty-seven Dale County YES Program graduates. 

3. Refunding of the YES Program 

4. Community Round-Up 

5. Continued participation in Dale County Relay for Life 

6. Successful ongoing programs 

• Parent Project 

• JCC 

• Drug-free/Alcohol-free alternative programs 

• Community Forum on underage drinking 

• Drug Free Rally 

• Tar Wars 

• After Prom Parties 

• After Graduation Party 

• Kid Escape 

• Alcohol flyers for parents 

• Alcohol flyers for underage drinking 

• Summer safety tips 




